Fine needle aspiration biopsy of epithelioid angiomyolipoma. A case report.
Epithelioid angiomyolipoma (AMYL) is a variant of angiomyolipoma characterized by sheets of epithelioid cells that may mimic renal cell carcinoma. This is the first report describing the fine needle aspiration biopsy features of this lesion. A 47-year-old man with a history of epithelioid angiomyolipoma of the kidney treated with nephrectomy nine months previously presented with a recurrent retroperitoneal mass and multiple nodular liver lesions. Fine needle aspiration biopsy of one of the liver lesions showed fragments and sheets of noncohesive epithelioid cells with thin cytoplasm, markedly atypical nuclei, and scattered bizarre and multinucleated forms. The epithelioid cells focally expressed HMB-45 and were nonimmunoreactive, with epithelial markers. Epithelioid AMYL may pose differential diagnostic problems with high grade carcinoma, especially renal cell, hepatocellular and metastatic carcinoma. An awareness of this entity and its characteristic cytologic features and immunoreactivity with HMB-45 is helpful in its identification.